Minimally invasive versus standard incision anterolateral hip replacement: a comparative study.
The results of the authors' study show that total hip arthroplasty can be performed safely through a minimal incision anterolateral approach. The authors' early results with this technique have demonstrated an increase in the length of operation compared with a standard approach, despite selection of smaller patients, but the authors expect this result will change with further experience. No benefit has been found with respect to perioperative blood loss, but the authors' results do suggest that for patients without additional medical problems, this technique may lead to a reduction in the length of hospital stay. Further study is required to clarify the benefits conferred by a minimal incision anterolateral approach.